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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE POLICY?
To facilitate the mobility of Opticians in Canada

WHO IS AFFECTED?
All Opticians in Canada
THE COLLEGE POLICY FOR OUT OF PROVINCE OPTICIANS HOLDING AN EYE GLASSES
AND A CONTACT LENS OPTICIANS LICENCE OR CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION:
Applicants for a certificate of registration as a registered Optician who, at the time they apply, are
licensed or registered, and in good standing, in another province or territory of Canada to dispense
both eye glasses and contact lenses, will be accepted for registration provided that they meet the
general registration requirements in subsection 4(1) of the College's registration regulation. The
conditions of a certificate to be issued to such persons include those set out in the College's
registration regulation, as well as the terms, conditions and limitations imposed on the licence or
certificate of registration issued to them in their home province or territory. Registrants must meet
all Ontario Optician renewal requirements in order to maintain their certificates in good standing in
Ontario.
THE COLLEGE POLICY FOR OUT OF PROVINCE "EYE GLASSES ONLY" OPTICIANS IS AS
FOLLOWS:
Applicants for a certificate of registration as a registered Optician who, at the time they apply, are
licensed or registered, and in good standing, in another province or territory of Canada to dispense
eye glasses but not contact lenses, must meet all of the College's registration requirements. This
means that, in addition to the general registration requirements referred to above, they must have
successfully graduated from an Ontario Opticianry program listed in the Schedule to the regulation,
or one deemed equivalent by the Registration Committee; they must have successfully completed
the College's examinations or examinations deemed equivalent by the Registration Committee; and
they must have completed at least 1000 hours of verified dispensing experience. They must also
meet certain additional exemptible registration requirements. The College's Registration Committee
has now deemed NAIT's Opticianry program to be equivalent to the Ontario Opticianry programs
that are listed in the Schedule to its registration regulation.
The College has adopted certain new policies for such "eye-glasses only" applicants from other
provinces and territories who have not graduated from an Ontario opticianry program or its
equivalent and who have not successfully completed the College's examinations or their equivalent.
An applicant who, at the time of application, has successfully completed the eyeglasses sections of
the NAIT program will be considered to have met the College's educational requirements upon his
or her successful completion of the contact lens sections of the Georgian, Seneca or NAIT
programs. If the applicant chooses to enroll in Georgian or Seneca College, he or she should apply
to be registered as a Student Optician. If the applicant chooses to enroll in the contact lens
sections of the NAIT program, he or she should apply to be registered as an Intern or Registered
Optician. The Registration Committee's policy will be to direct the Registrar to issue a certificate of
registration as a Student Optician to such applicants upon their enrolment in the NAIT program
(provided that they submit the required application, pay the fee and meet the general
requirements under subsection 4(1) of the regulation). Upon successful completion of their
educational program, applicants will be eligible for a certificate of registration as an Intern Optician,
after which they will be eligible to write the College's examinations. Upon successful completion of
the College's examinations, and provided that they meet the other registration requirements
referred to above, applicants will be eligible to receive a certificate of registration as a Registered
Optician.
An "eye-glasses only" applicant from another province or territory, who has neither graduated from
Georgian or Seneca Colleges nor completed the eyeglasses sections of the NAIT program, will have
his or her application referred to the Registration Committee for consideration of whether he or she
meets the College's registration requirements.

